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www.@ imagine Evolution
Could this be the ultimate Porsche 911? With 700bhp, 993 
widebody looks and extreme rarity value, it just might be…

Written by Phil Royle
Photographed by Neil Denham
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Ifirst saw this rare beast of a 911 at the 2007 Manthey Motors 
Nürburgring Nordschleife event, where – even in the 
esteemed company of other rare and immaculate racing 911s 
of all ages – it stood out a country mile. Quite simply, there 

is no other 911 quite like this 993 GT2 Evolution. Extremely rare, 
achingly beautiful (and petite) and massively powerful, it’s a total 
track terrorist built by Porsche itself.

Personally speaking – as a self-confessed turbocharged 911 
nutter and air-cooled lover – the fact it’s got a pair of massive KKK 
turbochargers fitted (along with an insanely large intercooler), and 
has that characteristic flat-six, air-cooled rasp, makes the Evo the 
ultimate 911 in my book.

So I was filled with great pride and unadulterated childish 
pleasure when I got the chance to visit Manthey Motors to see this 
exceptional 1998 GT2 in its storage facility – fittingly, in the shadow 
of the great Nürburgring, where it spends its ‘alive’ time. 

Today, though, there will be no such shenanigans as owner 
Dieter Kohlhase – a 71-year-old Hamburg businessman and serious 
Porsche enthusiast – cannot make it over to the ’Ring. It’s also 
sub-zero outside and sleeting; not ideal conditions for a 700bhp, 
rear-wheel-drive racecar on Michelin slicks. Which is why our 
wonderful images of this incredible car are static and all shot 
within the walls of Manthey’s stunning storage facility, which is 

packed with other major-league 911s.
You’ll just have to use your imagination as to what the car sounds 

like, how diminutive yet demonstrative it is and how it must look 
doing almost 190mph down the Dottinger-Hohe straight behind us, 
or flat out into the Karussell. Awesome…

Regular 911s, or even RS versions, might do it for some. But when 
you have been collecting, restoring and racing Porsches for as many 
years as Dieter and his son have, something a little more hardcore 
is called for. And the 993 GT2 Evo is the ultimate late-1990s 
incarnation of such a 911.

The GT2 Evolution has its roots in the 475bhp 964 Turbo S Le 
Mans GT (also known as the 911S LM GT), which was essentially 
a track-prepared Turbo S fitted with a twin-turbocharged 3.2-litre 
engine. This one-off racecar had some success at the 12-Hours of 
Sebring in 1993, when it finished first in class as part of the Brumos 
team. Then Porsche itself campaigned the car at Le Mans that year, 
but pulled out after it was involved in an accident. The car was later 
rebuilt by the Larbre Competition team and, crucially, was fitted 
with a 993-based 3.6-litre engine, again with a twin turbochargers. 
Indeed, the car, as well as several replicas, became known in racing 
circles as the 911 Bi-Turbo.

Porsche learnt a lot from this little-known racecar and fed much 
of the knowledge into developing the 993 GT2 which debuted in 

Everything about the GT2 Evo 
is pure racecar through and 
through. Each component 
has been designed for that 
one purpose – winning

Please change for a more 
recogniseable detail
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1995. This was based on the 911 Turbo of the day but featured rear-
wheel-drive, a lightened body in the spirit of the RS, and distinctive 
bolted-on wheelarch extensions. As the name suggests, the car 
was designed to campaign in the BPR GT2 category, and Porsche 
had to produce at least 25 road-going examples of the GT2 for 
homologation purposes.

The 993 GT2’s twin-turbocharged engine initially developed 
480bhp in competition guise and the car was an immediate success 
in racing, and both Porsche and independent teams developed the 
car over the next few years. 

At the same time, Porsche had customers wanting to compete 
in the GT1 category – against McLarens, Ferraris and the like – and 
so developed the 993 GT2 Evolution for just this purpose. Further 
modifications increased power to 600-700bhp, through the use of 
larger KKK27 twin turbochargers and a racing intercooler; power 
which initially put a strain on the transaxle. Other modifications 
included a higher-mounted rear wing, a deeper front spoiler with 
inlets for oil and brake cooling, larger rear arches to accommodate 
the wider wheels allowed in GT1 (14 inches at the rear), and a 
decrease in weight from 1200kg to 1100kg. As it happened, though, 
the GT2 Evo was too much of a compromise for GT1 racing – among 
other things, its wheelbase was too short – and Porsche replaced it 
with the purpose-built 911-based GT1 in 1996.

993 GT2 Evolution
Body
993 Porsche Motorsport shell, GT2 
specification, flat Kevlar undertray, 
adjustable dual plane rear aerofoil, 
front (Kevlar vented) bumper and 
splitter, side skirts, rear bumper 
(vented and meshed), Plexiglass 
racing windows (with Kevlar vents and 
sliding race window) and lightweight 
glass windscreen (with single wiper 
conversion), finished in Porsche 
Motorsport White

Engine 
3.8-litre air-cooled flat six, with two valves per 
cylinder, Carillo connecting rods, titanium 
valves, slide valve injection, programmable 
ECU, twin KKK turbochargers and racing top-
mounted intercooler, competition exhaust 
system, twin oil coolers
Bore: 99.1mm
Stroke: 76.2mm
Maximum power: c700bhp at 1.5 bar 
boost at 6500rpm
Maximum torque: c550lb ft at 1.5 bar 
boost at 3500rpm

Transmission
Six-speed manual RSR racing gearbox, 
clutch and flywheel, limited-slip 
differential

Suspension
Front: MacPherson struts with Bilstein 
three-way race kit, remote dampers and 
adjustable top mounts
Rear: Multi-link with Bilstein three-way 
race kit, remote dampers and adjustable 
top mounts 

Brakes
Porsche Brembo cross-drilled, vented 
and grooved front and rear discs, racing 
floating calipers, race pads, braided lines, 
race fluid, bias-adjuster

Wheels & tyres
18-inch gold and silver-rimmed BBS deep-dish 
split-rim  centre-hub race wheels, with various 
Michelin cut slick tyres

Dimensions
Length: 4245mm
Width: 1855mm
Height: 1270mm
Weight: 1100kg

Performance
Top speed: 186mph
0-60mph: sub 3.5 seconds
Quarter mile: 10-seconds
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“Porsche had customers 
wanting to compete in the GT1 
category and so developed the 

993 GT2 Evolution”
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However, the company continued to make the GT2 Evolution 
for racing customers almost to the end of the 1990s and Dieter’s 
example was one of the last to be built.

He has owned his perfect condition GT2 Evo since 2001 and has 
had it maintained at Manthey Motors ever since, where it’s been 
amazingly well cared for, and it is obviously much loved by all the 
Porsche aficionados who work here. Furthermore, Olaf Manthey 
himself recommended a geometry alignment to suit the Green Hell 
and Dieter’s driving style.

The car is fitted with the later 3.8-litre engine, derived from 
that in the 993 Carrera RS, with Carillo connecting rods, titanium 
valves, slide-valve injection, programmable engine management 
system and, of course, those twin turbochargers. Power is said to be 
in the region of 700bhp.

As with other Evos, the bodyshell features an integral seam-
welded rollcage, Plexiglass windows, lightweight windscreen, 
gorgeous BBS 18-inch centre-hub split-rim wheels, an extensive 
weight loss programme and a fabulously frugal, stylish cockpit.

Manthey has made some modifications to the car’s 
aerodynamics by fitting some Kevlar parts, including the 
undertray, but otherwise it’s pretty much just as it left the Porsche 
Motorsport workshop.

 “These are already incredibly rare cars,” says Manthey’s Jan 
Erren. “However, what makes this one unique is its wonderful 
condition and totally original specification, apart from our Kevlar 
additions. Many of these rare beauties disappear after having led 
hard lives being thrashed at tough circuits such as here and Spa. 

“Thankfully, though, this one is used solely for Manthey events 
on the Nürburgring Nordschleife, GP circuit and occasionally at 

Spa-Francorchamps. We’re very proud to have been looking after it 
for the past eight years. It’s a unique 993 and one of the fastest, most 
feared 911s ever made. It may be sitting still now, but it gets used 
properly when it is out on track, driven by Dieter or his son, who 
also collects 911s and himself owns a 964 RSR. It really is a very 
lovely Porsche, indeed.”

Amazingly, and this sort of opportunity does not come along 
every day, Dieter is now considering selling the beast – to the right 
sort of Porsche enthusiast – for 209,000 euros (about £200,000). 
So, I’m off to buy 20 Euromillions lotto tickets now… you never 
know, do you? Maybe then I might get to own my ultimate 911. 
Regardless, it’s been an absolute treat to be in such illustrious 
company. What a car…
www.manthey-motors.de
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What is normally the luggage 
compartment (above, right) is 
filled with the fuel tank. The 
interior (below) is very much 
stripped for action
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